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Blueprint for Tomorrow: Redesigning Schools for Student-Centered Learning 
By Prakash Nair  
 
The United States has about $2 trillion tied up in aging school facilities. School 
districts throughout the country spend about $12 billion every year keeping this 
infrastructure going. Yet, almost all of the new money we pour into school facilities 
reinforces an existing—and obsolete—model of schooling. In Blueprint for 
Tomorrow, Prakash Nair—one of the world’s leading school designers—explores the 
hidden messages that our school facilities and classrooms convey and advocates for 
the “alignment” of the design of places in which we teach and learn with twenty-
first-century learning goals. Blueprint for Tomorrow provides simple, affordable, and 
versatile ideas for adapting or redesigning school spaces to support student-

centered learning. In particular, the author focuses on ways to use current spending to modify existing spaces, and 
explains which kinds of adaptations offer the biggest return in terms of student learning. 
 
Dr. Eric Byrne says: 
“Prakash Nair presents practical suggestions and shares real world examples of schools applying innovative design 
principles.” 
 
 
 
 
What School Could Be: Insights and Inspiration from Teachers Across America 
By Ted Dintersmith 
 
America's clock is ticking. Our archaic model of education trains our kids for a world that no 
longer exists, and accelerating advances in technology are eliminating millions of jobs. 
Innovation expert Ted Dintersmith took a trip across America, visiting all fifty states in a 
single school year. Across the country, he met teachers in ordinary settings doing 
extraordinary things, creating innovative classrooms where children learn deeply and 
joyously as they gain purpose, agency, essential skillsets and mindsets, and real knowledge. 
Together, these new ways of teaching and learning offer a vision of what school could 
be―and a model for transforming schools throughout the United States and beyond. What 
School Could Be provides a realistic and profoundly optimistic roadmap for creating cultures 
of innovation and real learning in our schools. 

Dr. Eric Byrne says: 
 
“I have found this book to pose some very compelling questions that educators and policy makers should consider. 
Whether one agrees or disagrees with the author, the time has come to reconsider the purpose of schooling.” 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Doing School: How We Are Creating a Generation of Stressed Out, Materialistic, and 
Miseducated Students 
By Denise Pope Clark 
 
This book offers a highly revealing and troubling view of today's high school students and the 
ways they pursue high grades and success. Denise Pope, veteran teacher and curriculum 
expert, follows five motivated and successful students through a school year, closely 
shadowing them and engaging them in lengthy reflections on their school experiences. What 
emerges is a double-sided picture of school success. On one hand, these students work hard in 
school, participate in extracurricular activities, serve their communities, earn awards and 
honors, and appear to uphold school values. But on the other hand, they feel that in order to 
get ahead they must compromise their values and manipulate the system by scheming, lying, 
and cheating. In short, they "do school," that is, they are not really engaged with learning nor 

can they commit to such values as integrity and community. Important questions emerge: are schools cultivating an 
environment that promotes intellectual curiosity, cooperation, and integrity? Or are they fostering anxiety, deception, 
and hostility? Do today's schools inadvertently impede the very values they claim to embrace? Is the "success" that 
current assessment practices measure the kind of success we want for our children? 
 
Dr. Eric Byrne says: 
 
“As we launch our work with Challenge Success and Stanford University, this book helps to understand the context of 
the student experience.” 
 
The Language of School Design: Design Patterns for 21st Century Schools 
By Prakash Nair and Randall Fielding 
 
The Language of School design is a seminal work because it defines a new 
graphic vocabulary that synthesizes learning research with best practice in 
school planning and design. But it is more than a book about ideas. It is 
also a practical tool and a must-have resource for all school stakeholders 
involved in planning, designing, and constructing new and renovated 
schools and evaluating the educational adequacy of existing school 
facilities. 
 
Dr. Eric Byrne says: 
 
“FNI has led the way in rethinking how schools are designed. Their 
concept of learning modalities is incredibly helpful to educators as we 
seek to make the best use of instructional spaces.” 
  



 
 
 

The Most Magnificent Thing 
By Ashley Spires 
 
Award-winning author and illustrator Ashley Spires’ charming picture book about 
a girl who has a wonderful idea. "She is going to make the most MAGNIFICENT 
thing! All she has to do is make it, and she makes things all the time.” But making 
her magnificent thing is anything but easy, and she tries and fails, repeatedly. 
Eventually, the girl gets very mad. She is so mad, in fact, that she quits. But after 
her dog convinces her to take a walk, she comes back to her project with renewed 
enthusiasm and manages to get it just right. For the early grades' exploration of 
character education, this funny book offers a perfect example of the rewards of 
perseverance and creativity.  
 

Dr. Eric Byrne says: 
 
“This is a beautiful picture book for kids and adults with a powerful message. I loved sharing it with the children at 
Osborn School on World Read Aloud Day.” 
 
Book summaries by Amazon.com 
 
 
 
And for those of you interested in taking a deep dive into school architecture theory, the 
Board of Education recommends Dr. Eric Byrne’s doctoral dissertation: 

 
A Qualitative Study of the Intersection of Instructional Space Design and Student 
Engagement, by Eric A. Byrne, 2016 
 
Loan copies of the dissertation available in the RCSD Administrative offices at 555 
Theodore Fremd, Suite B-101, or at the Rye Free Reading Room 
 
 


